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Forensic Science is the application of scientific principles and techniques to matters of criminal justice 

especially as relating to the collection, examination, and analysis of physical evidence.  This course is 

conceptual and will involve hands-on activities and labs, technology, and classroom discussion.  This 

course will teach you useful information in Math, Chemistry, Physics, and Biology.  This course is 

aligned with district, state, and national standards to support school-wide efforts in increasing student 

achievement. 

 

Course Objectives: 

By the time the students completes this course of study, the student will: 

1. Have enhanced study and test taking skills. 

2. Have an increased appreciation of the world around us. 

3. Have developed critical thinking skills. 

4. Be prepared for college level courses in science. 

In addition to the course objectives listed above, the following College and Career Ready Anchor 

Standards for Writing are also embedded; 

 Standard 1- Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

 Standard 2- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content.  

 Standard 9- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

Classroom Rules and Consequences: 

1. Follow directions the first time 

2. Respect others and their property 

3. Use appropriate language 

4. Be on time and prepared for class 

5. Be an active learner    

Consequence Steps:  

1. Verbal warning 

2. Conference with teacher and parent phone call 

3. Referral 

  

 

Cheating:  If a student is caught cheating both students will receive a zero!  Sharing answers on class   

                   work is also cheating and you will receive a zero. 
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Grades:   

Grading Scale (Grades will be rounded)  Your grades will be weighted as follows: 

A  = 100 - 90     30% Homework, In Class Assignments, and Quizzes 

B  =  89 - 80     70% Tests and Projects 

C  =  79 - 70      

  D  =  69 - 60      

F  =  59 - 0     

 

** There is no extra credit 

 

Homework: 

Homework will be a crucial part of your grade.  The benefit of doing your homework each night does not 

lie in the points you earn.  The benefit lies in your performance on tests and quizzes.  If you do your 

homework (with reasonable effort), you will do well in this class.  If you are swept and an assignment is 

due that day, it is YOUR responsibility to turn in the homework.   

 

Classwork:  

We will spend time on a daily basis working in small groups or individually on assignments.  THIS IS 

NOT FREE TIME.  When you are in this class, you need to be working, if you are reminded repetitively 

about staying on task you will receive a zero for the assignment you are supposed to be working on. If the 

class cannot stay on task, this portion of the class will be cut out and all assignments will be completed 

solely at home. All assignments submitted to Canvas need to be posted by 7:30 am the morning of the due 

date.  

 

Test and Quizzes:  

Tests will always be announced at least 3 days prior.  We will have announced and unannounced quizzes 

throughout the year.  The quizzes are to keep you on track with your work in this class.  This is not a class 

that you can fall behind in and catch up easily.   

 

Makeup Policy and Long Term Project Policy:  
 If you are absent for any reason it is your responsibility to come to me or reference Canvas to get the 

work that you missed.  Failure to report for a make-up arrangement will result in a 0 for that 

assignment.   
 After an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed to make up work/tests, 

regardless of the number of days absent. If many days were missed, please schedule an appointment 

with me to formulate a plan for the completion of make-up work. Make-up work for extended 

absences (over 3 days) may be requested through the Counseling Office and picked up there.   

 Any long-term projects assigned in class will be given one date that the assignment is due.  All 

students must turn this project in on that date at the beginning of class whether the student is at 

school or absent.   

 Academic Assistance: In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, 

additional assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly basis both by MRHS and individually by 

instructors. Those dates and times will be posted in the classroom.   

 

Late Work Policy:  

 Mountain Ridge students have within the current unit of study to turn in assigned work for full 

credit. However, students will have a minimum of a week to turn in assignments from the assigned 

due date even if the unit is completed. The unit of study is established by the teacher and the 

department on campus. 
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Science Department Retake Policy:  

Unit Tests may be retaken once to improve the score earned (same material but different).  The higher 

scored exam will be placed into the gradebook for that exam. In order to take advantage of this policy, a 

student MUST: 1) declare their desire to re-test and make an appointment scheduled within ONE week 

from the time the original, graded exam is handed back and 2) meet with the teacher to go over the study 

guide during Aca Prep. 

 

Laboratory: 

 Correct lab procedure will be explained before each lab and students must follow the lab safety 

rules reviewed at the start of the semester. 

 Breakage policy: see attached paper. 

 Horseplay will not be tolerated.  Students will be asked to leave the lab and will not receive credit. 

       

 

Additional Rules: (in accordance with the handbook) 

 No food, drinks, or candy are allowed in the classroom.  Only water bottles with water will be 

allowed. 

 

 

Power Schools On-line Access and Canvas:  

Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access code.  

Access codes are available in the Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 AM– 3:30 PM. 

You may check student progress regularly on the PowerSchool site using the same login for one or more 

students.  For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians without home computer access, a computer with guest 

log-in capability is available in the Counseling Conference Room.  All notes and assignments can be 

found on Canvas.  To have access to all of your student's notes and assignments, please sign up for a 

PARENT ACCOUNT on Canvas.  

 

Report Cards 

In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting program 

(PowerSchool) district schools will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless requested by 

individual parents. To request a hard copy of your student’s report card, please contact the front office at 

623-376-3000.  To receive your PowerSchool login, please stop into the office with a valid photo ID.  
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Technology usage: 

Students should come to school with their iPads charged and ready to use in each class every day.  Within 

each classroom, there are three possible technology environments. Teachers will identify for students the 

environment expected during their class period.  

 

 Devices may not be used to record or take photos of other people without their consent.  

Consequences for classroom disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a progressive discipline 

model, beginning with a phone call home and progressing to office referrals for repeated or more 

serious offenses. Students who have devices out during testing may lose credit on their test or 

quiz.  

 

Calculator Policy:  

A scientific calculator will be used frequently in this course.  

 

MRHS Laboratory Breakage Policy 

The Mountain Ridge Science Department has a policy regarding the damage or breakage of laboratory 

equipment. In the event a student breaks any laboratory materials, that student will be responsible for 

paying the replacement cost of each item. The students are taught proper procedures and laboratory 

etiquette to ensure the safety of our students during lab activities. This policy helps hold the students 

accountable for their actions and reinforces careful laboratory procedures.  

 

Parents and Students- Please read the following statements:  

*** I have read the Syllabus for Forensics 2022-2023 and understand the guidelines set forth and agree to 

abide by them.   

*** All work is expected to be original effort; plagiarism (internet or classmates or other sources) will 

earn a zero.   

 

Disclaimer:  

As your Forensic Science teacher, I want to make certain that you are informed about the topics you will 

be learning.  Your Forensic Science class will expose you to several controversial subjects.  These include 

the following:  

 crime scene situations and evidence  

 serial killer videos, facts, methods, and psychology  

 fingerprinting and hair analysis  

 handgun and bullet analysis  

 the effects of a fired bullet on objects and people  

 drug use, addiction and analysis (legal and illegal)  

 use and detection of blood, other body fluids and poisons  

 autopsy procedures, photos, and videos  

Not only will you learn about these topics, you may also have guest speakers and labs to gain hands-on 

experience. Illegal substances and objects will not be available to the students.  However, several graphic 

demonstrations, pictures, videos, and illustrations are included in the class to further the understanding of 

certain topics.  It is important to note that to convict criminals; one must first understand the 

circumstances of criminals, the crimes they commit, and the tools that are used to commit them.  This 

must be done at the crime scenes, in laboratories, jailhouse, and courts.  
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Comments or concerns:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have read and agree to the statements above and guidelines in the syllabus.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Print Name    Parent Signature                 Date    

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Print Name    Student Signature                 Date    

 


